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real wants of the party to whom the order is given, so the
chief of it usually makes the people at each ida station
pay him a certain sum of money instead of the sup-
plies, etc*, to which he is entitled, taking only what is
absolutely necessary for him. If, however, he takes all
the pack animals, it is because he is carrying merchandise
with him to sell at enormous profit, having no freight to
pay on it. When one considers that the journeys of
these Tungse frequently last a yeai% it is easy to realize
that their profits make up amply for the smallness of
their pay.1
I must mention another source of profit of these officials
as it helps us to form an idea of the Chinese administra-
tive methods outside the borders of Kan-su. All Chinese
wishing to trade among the Mongols and Tibetans across
the frontier must apply to the Amban for a pass (piao),
for which they pay Tls. 2 for every man they intend taking
with them. As this pass is good for only forty days, it
almost invariably expires before they can return home,
and they become liable to heavy fines and even confisca-
tion of their goods. The T'ung-shih do their best to detect
any traders they suspect of not having their passes in
order, and the latter are obliged, if caught, to give the
former presents, frequently of considerable value, for over-
looking the irregularity.
This system of forty-day passes has had another effect;
it has practically killed legitimate trade between the
Kan-su people and the Tibetans and Mongols, and has
l The highest officials going to or    during  1865-67,"   p.   87,   and   also
coming from Lh'asa are not above    the " Hsi-chao t'u liieh," written by a
these practices, which weigh terribly    former Chinese Amban of Lh'asa. He
on the people, and in many cases    shows by numerous examples how
drive  them  to  revolt.    See  Nain    the country has been depopulated by
Singh's remarks in " Report on the    excessive demands of wfa.
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